Town of Rowe

Annual Town Meeting & Election

Voter Information Guide

Special Town Meeting:

Monday, May 9, 2022
6:30 pm

Rowe Fire Station

Town Meeting:

Monday, May 9, 2022
7:00 pm

Rowe Fire Station

Town Election:

Saturday, May 14, 2021
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Rowe Elementary School Gymnasium

Mask Wearing and Social Distancing Recommended



Special Town Meeting:

Monday, May 9, 2022

6:30 pm at the Rowe Fire Station

ARTICLE 1: To see if the Town will vote to APPROPRIATE from the Free Cash the sum of $3,875.00 for the
cleaning of the Pelham Lake Park Tennis Courts for 2022 Summer usage, or take any action in relation
thereto.

Explanation: While there is a proposal to completely rebuild the Tennis Courts, it will take some time to research and
put out to bid. In the interim, cleaning the courts for the Summer usage needs to be done as soon as possible and a
Special Town Meeting Article will enable the use of funds immediately without waiting until July 1°* enabling the use in

early Summer.

Requested by the Park Commission
ARTICLE 2: To see if the Town will vote to APPROPRIATE from the Free Cash the sum of $7,800.00 for the
Mill Pond and Pelham Lake Dam Inspections, or take any action in relation thereto.

Explanation: A requirement of the state is that our dams are inspected every five years.

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen vote 3-0-0

ARTICLE 3: To see if the Town will vote to APPROPRIATE from the Free Cash the sum of $20,000.00 for
the cost of repairs to the heating system at Rowe Town Hall, or take any action in relation thereto.

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen vote 3-0-0

ARTICLE 4: To transact any other business of a lawful and pertinent nature that may come before the
meeting.

ROWE BOARD OF SELECTMEN



Town Meeting:

Monday, May 9, 2022

7:00 pm at the Rowe Fire Station

ARTICLE 1: To act on reports of the Town Officers and Committees.

ARTICLE 2: To see if the Town will vote to authorize, pursuant to M.G.L. c.44 §53E% and the Town of Rowe General Bylaws, the

following sums for REVOLVING FUNDS, or take any action in relation thereto:

Revolving | Entity Fees, Charges, or Program or Activity Expenses | Restrictions or | Fiscal Years
Fund Authorized Receipts Credited to | Payable from Fund Conditions on
to Spend from |Fund Expenses
Fund Payable from
Fund
Emergency |Board of Receipts Related to Dispensing medicines or Limit of Fiscal Year
Dispensing |Health the Emergency medical supplies during an $1,000.00 2023
Site Dispensing Site emergency
Operations
Recycling | Board of Receipts Related to Operation of solid waste and Limit of Fiscal Year
Program Health the Recycling Program | recycling programs, membership in | $5 000.00 2023
and services of the Franklin County
Solid Waste Management District,
and the purchase of recycled
content or environmentally
preferable products
Vaccine Board of Receipts from Vaccine Services Limit of Fiscal Year
Services Health Insurance Billing $6,000.00 2023
School School Fees for School Offset Department Costs of Limit of Fiscal Year
Programs |Committee Programs School Programs $10,000.00 2023
Old Home |OIld Home Day |Receipts Generated by | Expenses of Old Home Day Limit of Fiscal Year
Day Committee Old Home Day $2,000.00 2023
Activities and
Programs
Refuse Board of Receipts Related to Operation of the town Refuse | Limit of Fiscal Year
Garden Health the Refuse Garden Garden $5,000.00 2023 and
Operations Subsequent
Years
Planning Planning Board | Receipts Related to Legal consultation and Limit of Fiscal Year
Board Fees for Special representation $50,000.00 2023 and
Legal/ Permits and Other Subsequent
Consulting Years




Work of the Planning

Board
Park Park Receipts Related to Operation of programs run by | Limit of Fiscal Year
Programs | Commission Park Programs the Pelham Lake Park $2,000.00 2023 and
Subsequent
Years

ARTICLE 3: To see if the Town will vote to AUTHORIZE the BOARD OF SELECTMEN to apply for, accept, and expend federal and
state grants as may be available, or take any action in relation thereto.

ARTICLE 4: To see if the Town will vote to AUTHORIZE the TREASURER to enter into compensating balance agreements during
the 2023 fiscal year, pursuant to M.G.L. c.44 §53F, or take any action in relation thereto.

ARTICLE 5: To see if the Town will vote to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the following sums and to set the stipends/salary
compensation for all elected officials of the town as provided by M.G.L. c.41 §108, to be made effective from July 1, 2022, as
follows or take any action in relation thereto:

Elected Boards & Committees:

BOArd Of ASSESSOIS (3) cevieiiiuiieiieetieiteeiteeteete st e steesteesteeteeteeeteesteesbe e beessessaesaaesseesbeenseensens $5,354.00
BOArd Of HEAITN (3) weeveeiieiiieeiete ettt ettt ettt et et ettt e e beeabesreesaeesaeenbeenreenreens $4,938.00
BOard Of SEIECTMEN (3) c.viiviieeieeiiereeieete ettt ettt et ettt e et e e beebesaaesaeesbeenbeereenreens $5,928.00
SCHOOI COMMITEEE (3) 1ouvieeriiieeiieecte ettt ettt ettt ettt e e s e eteeereeaveeaseeaeesbe e beenbeeanesaeesaas $4,564.00

Elected Town Officers

(0o Y83 =] o] =TSR PR $549.00
[V (o Te (=T = o] SRRSO $439.00
TOWN CLEIK ettt ettt e e e ettt e s et e e e ettt e e e st et e saaaeessaseeeseansaeesasnseessaneeessanrenesannes $13,835.00
TOTAL ELECTED OFFICIALS SALARIES FROM TAXATION ....ccctuiieirencrecrnireeceecrnireeseecensresssncssssasssness $35,607.00

Recommended by the Finance Committee vote 3-0-0
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen vote 3-0-0

ARTICLE 6: To see if the Town will vote to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the sum of $100,000.00 for the purpose of paying down
PRINCIPAL ON THE BROADBAND DEBT and to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the sum of $3,200.00 for INTEREST ON
INDEBTEDNESS for the 2023 Fiscal Year or take any action in relation thereto.

Recommended by the Finance Committee vote 3-0-0
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen vote 3-0-0

ARTICLE 7: To see if the Town will vote to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the following sums for THE CONDUCT OF GENERAL
GOVERNMENT, including the charges and expenses of the various town offices, for the 2023 Fiscal Year or take any action in
relation thereto:

Administration
GENEral AGMINISEIATION toeveeeieceie ettt ettt e et e e e ettt e s e sareessereeeessreeesassreessaraeesasreeesannees $129,672
MUNICIPAI AUGIT oecveiieeie ettt ettt et et e e eeaeeebeesbeenbeenteeaaesaeesaeesaeenreenreenes $8,000
EXECULIVE SECIBIANY i $56,227
Administrative Assistant tO the BOArds .........oooiivueiiiiiiiiiiieee et $42,033
Town Hall CUSTOAIaN WAEES ...ceeeueiiiiiiiee e ctiee ettt e e st e e sae e s e st e e e s nae e e snseeeesnnaeeennns $13,260
CUSTOAIAN EXPENSES w.ecvveeevieerieteeeteeteeteeiteeeesteesteeeteebeebeeteeeteeebeebeesseessesasesseesseenseensessseessenseens $4,775
LEEAL vt eeteetecte ettt ettt ettt et et s he e be et e be e e eabeetbeebe e beebeeabeearesaeeeaeenreenreenns $8,000



TaX COHECEON SAlAIY woveiivieitieete ettt ettt e ete et e et eereeebeeebe e teenteenaeeaeesaeas $15,080

I D @o [ 1Yot o @] o T=T =1 n o] o -SSR $9,000
BN T VL gY: | - 1 o USSR
Treasurer Operations

Assistant TOWN Clerk SHPENd ......ooeoiiiie e e e e e e e are e e enaees $1,200
TOWN ClEIK EXPENSES ...uveevieeiieetieteeeteecte et eteettestaesteesteesteebeeaeeeasesssestaebeenteeasesasesaaesaeenseensennns $6,205
CoNSErVaAtioN COMIMISSION Luuuiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeetiiieeeeeeeeertaeeeeeeeeststaeeeeeresssanaeeeesssssrsnneseesrsssrnnnnns $1,180
COUNCIT ON ABING 1.ttt ettt ettt sttt ettt e st et e bt et eae e e e sessesbesbeebeeneeneentensensenes $3,800
GOl POSE EQITOr WABES ...vecuviveiieeieeteeie et stee sttt et et e et e ste e be et e esbesaaesaaesaaesaeeseensesnsessnensaens $6,432
GOl POSt OPEIATIONS ....ecvieevieteieteeteeteete et st e st eeteeeteeteeteeete e be e beesseessesaeesaeesseenseenreesseeseenseens $2,500
VB AN S SO VICES . oeeeieeee e et e et e e ee et e s e eeeeeeseeteseaseeeseesaeessaretessaasetesaaseeeesanaeeessereresaanseeesananes $4,831
FRCOG SOIVICES ..ttt eeeteeeeeeeeeeeee e e e e et e e eeereeesaeeeessareteesasatesaaseeessaateessareeesasseeessaaeesssasenesann $32,332
TOWN ACCOUNTANT SAIAIY c.veeiviiieiieeetee ettt ettt ettt e e e et e e teeeetee e eaveeeteeeeseeenseeenseeensnes $45,482*
TOWN ACCOUNTANT EX DN S S . i ituiiiti ettt e eitiieeetteeettteesssnneeessnneeesnnesssnneesssnseessnnsesssnneesssnneesnnns $4,170
SUBLOtAl ADMINISTIEATION .uveiiiiiiie ettt ettt et e e et e e s ear e e e sbaeesssateeesenans $459,669

Board of Assessors

ASSESSOIS” ClEIK WagES..ciiuiieeeeiiii ettt e ettt e ettt e e ettt e e et e e e e ta e e e sbbe e e e ataeesensteeesatbeeeenstaeesnnsens $13,000
Assessors’ Reval/AnNuUal UPdates......c.uecceeicieieiieeiiie ettt eveeeteeeteeeeveeeteeeneeears $28,600
P T o] S O] o Y=Y =1 1 o] o -V $7,950
SUDTOTA] BOAIT Of ASSESSOIS ..vvvvvvvviriiieriieeeereeereeeeereerererereeererereererrererereerrerrrrrererreerrrrr. $49,550

Planning Board
Planning BOard OPEratioNsS........ccueeeiiuiieeeiiiieecitee e stteeeestteeeseatreeesbaeeeesasseesesaaeeesasseeeenssesesansees $1,500

TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT FROM TAXATION .....cccovvmmmriiiiiiinnnnniniennnsssnsnneessnssssssssssseennes $510,719

*Explanation: 40% of the Town Accountant’s salary is paid for by the Town of Monroe through a shared
services agreement.

Recommended by the Finance Committee vote 3-0-0
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen vote 3-0-0

ARTICLE 8: To see if the Town will vote to aggregate all funds appropriated for legal expenses, excluding Assessors
Consultant/Legal Support, to one combined Town Legal Expense account or take any action in relation thereto.

Presented and Recommended by the Board of Selectmen vote 3-0-0
ARTICLE 9: To see if the Town will vote to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the sum of $20,000.00 to be used as a RESERVE FUND,
pursuant to M.G.L. c.40, §6 for the extraordinary or unforeseen expenditures for the 2023 Fiscal Year or take any action in

relation thereto.

Recommended by the Finance Committee vote 3-0-0
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen vote 3-0-0

ARTICLE 10: To see if the Town will vote to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the following sums for the operation and maintenance
of PUBLIC WORKS AND FACILITIES for the 2023 Fiscal Year or take any action in relation thereto:

Highway Department

DPW Salaries @aNd WAZES ......c.ecveeuieereeirieiecreceesteesteesteeteere et e eteeeteesbeebeensesnnesaeesaeenseenneenns $329,059
DPW OPEIAIONS v.cvveeuriereeirietteeteeeteeeteeteebeetaesaesaeesseesseeseeaseesseessesseeteeseensesasesanesseesseensesnns $221,915
WINEEE ROBOS ..uiiitiiitiiti it its it e it s iaeeiaeeiteeeteessensseassesseeseeseenseenssenessaeesasesseessenssensserssensanseeas 568,612
Subtotal Highway DepartmMeENnt ...........uviiieiiiiiieee et e e e e eear e e e e e e araaee s $619,586

Other Public Works & Facilities
SEFEEE LIGNTING.cveeveeiteeie ettt ettt et et e et e et et e et e enbeeabesaaesteesbeebeeareeaneetaenteens $5,500
Municipal Light Plant Manager SHPENd.........cocuveiiiiieeeie e e e e $7,400



DaM M ANt NN CE/ RN .ttt ittt ittiesiisteesiesssessiseeeseseeeesanssessassesesaasesessannsesssnsssesesnsesssannns $1,200
Subtotal Other PUbIic WOrKS & FaCiliieS ....vuvurrviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieieeeieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees $14,100

Cemetery Commission
CemEtEry OPEratioNS ....uuuuuuuiureieririrererertrerererererererer ... $15,250

TOTAL PUBLIC WORKS & FACILITIES FROM TAXATION .....ccotireeeennceenreeeennnseeeeeneeennnsssssessesennnnnnnnns $648,936
Recommended by the Finance Committee vote 3-0-0

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen vote 3-0-0

ARTICLE 11: To see if the Town will vote to APPROPRIATE from ANY AVAILABLE FUND the sum of $141,139.00 for the
maintenance, repair, improvement, and construction of town highways, or any other purpose allowed under Chapter 90, which
amounts shall be reimbursed by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts through funds made available by Chapter 90 or take any
action in relation thereto.

Recommended by the Finance Committee vote 3-0-0
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen vote 3-0-0
ARTICLE 12: To see if the Town will vote to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the following sums for PUBLIC SAFETY for the 2023 Fiscal

Year or take any action in relation thereto:

Police Department

POLICE SAIATIES ettt ettt ettt et e et e e ettt e s e et e e s et e e e e saeeseesseeesanateeesaseeesasnseeesanaeeesassenesann $65,041
POlICE OffiCEI TraINING..ccveeoveeeiereeete et eete et eeteeee sttt eteeeteete et e eaeeebeeebeebeenteenseeasesaeesaeenreenreenns $3,325
POlICE DDAt ONS ..ttt ittiei ittt e ittteeeitttesesssteesainseesssseesessseesansseessnssesesnsseesansesssanasesesssaeesanes $12,700
SUbtotal POlICE DEPArTMENT c..eviieieiiie ettt et e e et e e et e e st e e e e sntaeeeensteesennees $81,066
Fire Department
Fire Department SHPeNnds & WAEES ......uuviiiiiiiciiiiiieee ettt e et e s e e ssiarre e e e e e s eaarraeee s $36,671
Fire Department Operations ..oouueeeeeeeeeeeee ettt $46,500
SUDTOLAl FIr@ DEPAITMENT ..ecviiviieeeiieeiteeete ettt ettt ettt et e eaestaesaeesaeesteesaeeveeneeereeeseesteens $83,171
Emergency Management
Emergency Management SHPENGS ....c..uiiiiiriieiieeie ettt $3,864
Emergency Management OPerationsS.......cc.viiiiieiiiiiieiiiieee e s $1,000
GENErator MaiNtENANCE ...veeuiisiereieieeeeieteeteeseereeseeseesenseeseeseeseensansenseseseaseaseaneessensensensssseaseans $3,500
Subtotal Emergency ManagemeNnt ........ccueeeiiiieieiiie e citee e stee e sree e seare e svae e e e sate e e ssnaaeeesnaeeean $8,364
Animal Control and Inspection
ANIMal CONTIOI SHPENAS . .veevviieieitee ettt ettt ettt sae e ete et e et e eaeeeteeebeebeenteeneeenees $1,157
ANImMal INSPECLOr SHPENT ....oviiiiiii i e e e e e st e e e e e sesararaeaeeeeeenaes $532
ReZIiONAl DOZ KENNE.....uiiuiieiieeieieiesieteeeeee e eeeseeseeseesseseeseenseseeseesesneessensensensensesesnsessensensensennn $350
SUDTOTAl ANTMAL CONTIOl ettt ettt e et e et e et e e eaee st e s eaeesereeseaeeseneesaneesa $2,039
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY FROM TAXATION ...ciuuiiiiinniiirnnniiimmniiimnniiimsmisimsnsimssssimssssimsssssmsssssssans $174,640

Recommended by the Finance Committee vote 3-0-0
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen vote 3-0-0

ARTICLE 13: To see if the Town will vote to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the following sums for PUBLIC HEALTH for the 2023 Fiscal
Year or take any action in relation thereto:

Public Health
Health Department Stipends and Wages .......cccuviiieieiiicciiiiieeee ettt e e $79,964
Board of Health OpPerations........cei i e e e e e anrae e $68,094

TOTAL PUBLIC HEALTH FROM TAXATION .....coiimmtiiiiiiiiinnnnietiiiisnnenteeesinsssssseeesissssssssssessssns $148,058



Recommended by the Finance Committee vote 3-0-0
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen vote 3-0-0

ARTICLE 14: To see if the Town will vote to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the following sums for PUBLIC SCHOOLS for the 2023
Fiscal Year or take any action in relation thereto:

Education
Rowe School PreK-6 Operating BUAEEt ........c.eeriiiriiiiiiiiiiee ettt $1,173,281
Rowe SChool SECONAAIY 7-12 ......ooiiiiiiee ettt et e e e tre e e e rare e e esaeaae e sneaeaean $516,370
TOTAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS FROM TAXATION ....ccuuuieriieeeeenerieeetreeenmsnssesseeessnsssssssssessssnssssssesssssnnnns $1,689,651

Recommended by the Finance Committee vote 3-0-0
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen vote 3-0-0

ARTICLE 15: To see if the Town will vote to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the following sums for ROWE TOWN LIBRARY for the
2023 Fiscal Year or take any action in relation thereto:
Rowe Town Library

LIDEAIY WAEES ..cuveiveeee e ceee ettt ettt et e e st e s teeeteeveeaeeeaaeeteeebeenbeenseeasesasesaeesseenbeenseenseessenteens $49,850
[T T A 0] o 1=Y = o g TSRS $25,477
TOTAL ROWE TOWN LIBRARY FROM TAXATION .....ccevuuuiiiiiiimnmnnnnssssinnnnsssssssssssnssssssssssssssssssssssssss $75,327

Recommended by the Finance Committee vote 3-0-0
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen vote 3-0-0

ARTICLE 16: To see if the Town will vote to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the following sums for MANAGEMENT AND OPERATION
OF PELHAM LAKE PARK for the 2023 Fiscal Year or take any action in relation thereto:

Pelham Lake Park

PAFK WAEES ..evveveeieeete ettt ete e et et e et et e etae st esaeesteeeteenbeeaveeaseebeeeteenbeenbeentesasesaeesaeenseenreenns $108,793
Park OPEIatiONS ...cveeveieeiceeicteeete et et ete et e st e s teesteeteeeeeaeeetseebe e beeteeasesaeesbeesteebeenseeneeessenteens $22,550
TOTAL PELHAM LAKE PARK FROM TAXATION ....cccieiieieniteienceectetenceeceesascescsassascesssassascasssnssancane $131,343

Recommended by the Finance Committee vote 3-0-0
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen vote 3-0-0

ARTICLE 17: To see if the Town will vote to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the following sums for CULTURE AND RECREATION for
the 2023 Fiscal Year or take any action in relation thereto:

Culture and Recreation
B AU ICATION vttt ettt ettt ettt ettt e s et e e sttt e s e eaa e e e seaaeeeateeesaabeeesaraeeeearatesanaaeeesaraaeeaas $500

TOTAL CULTURE AND RECREATION FROM TAXATION .....cccciiiiemniiiienniiiieneisiiensisiisssieimssssisssssnssssssssans $500
Recommended by the Finance Committee vote 3-0-0
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen vote 3-0-0
ARTICLE 18: To see if the Town will vote to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the following sums for PENSIONS AND INSURANCE for
the 2023 Fiscal Year or take any action in relation thereto:
Pensions and Insurance

Franklin County Retirement ASSESSIMENT......cccccuiiiicieeeeiiieeeecee e eeee e stre e e e seee e e e seeeeesneeaeas $160,749
UNemploymMeENnt INSUFANCE .....uviiiieiiie e esteee e eiee ettt e et e e e et e e e snaae e e st e e e sntaeessnnneeesnnreeean $20,000



Group Health/Dental/Life INSUFANCE .......ccouvieieeeiee ettt ettt eetee et e et eeaee e $620,000
Medicare TaX — TOWN SNATE cocoeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e $27,000

TOTAL PENSIONS AND INSURANCE FROM TAXATION .....uuuerriiiiiiinnnnnnnnneninisnnnnnnnneesissssmmnsnseeenes $827,749

Recommended by the Finance Committee vote 3-0-0
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen vote 3-0-0

ARTICLE 19: To see if the Town will vote to APPROPRIATE from FREE CASH the following sums for SPECIAL PROJECTS or take
any action in relation thereto:

PARK UTV /A CCESSONIES . eererieeeeeeieeieeeeeeeeereeiarteeeesesessssseeeeesssessareresesssssssrssesesssesssnes $36,000
ASSESSORS Consultant/Legal SUPPOIT .....ceeieieieie et $50,000
TOTAL SPECIAL PROJECTS FROM FREE CASH.......ccccoiitmeiiiiinniiinnniiinneieinnsisisnsiensssssnsnnnes $86,000

Recommended by the Finance Committee vote 3-0-0
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen vote 3-0-0

ARTICLE 20: To see if the Town will vote to APPROPRIATE from FREE CASH the sum of $8,000 for a Mini Excavator for the Park
Department contingent on the receipt of a $32,000 grant for that Mini Excavator or take any action in relation thereto.
Recommended by the Finance Committee vote 3-0-0
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen vote 3-0-0

ARTICLE 21: To see if the Town will vote to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE, or to transfer from ANY AVAILABLE FUND, a sum of
$25,000 to pay the Franklin County Retirement System in addition to the annual assessment or take any other action in relation
thereto.

Recommended by the Finance Committee vote 3-0-0
Not Recommended by the Board of Selectmen vote 3-0-0

ARTICLE 22: To see if the Town will vote to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE, or to transfer from ANY AVAILABLE FUND, or to
BORROW, the sum of One Million Eight Hundred and Fifty Thousand Dollars for the purpose of resurfacing various public
roadways or take any other action in relation thereto. The funds are to be expended at the direction of the Board of Selectmen
and the Director of the Department of Public Works.

Recommended by the Finance Committee vote 3-0-0
Board of Selectmen Note: Borrowing requires both a 2/3 majority vote at a Town Meeting

ARTICLE 23: To see if the Town will vote to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE, or to transfer from ANY AVAILABLE FUND, or to
BORROW, the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars for the purpose of various capital improvements at the Rowe School or take any
other action in relation thereto. The funds are to be expended at the direction of the School Committee.

Recommended by the Finance Committee vote 3-0-0
Board of Selectmen Note: Borrowing requires both a 2/3 majority vote at a Town Meeting

ARTICLE 24: To see if the Town will vote to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE, or to transfer from ANY AVAILABLE FUND, or to
BORROW, sum of One Hundred Thousand Dollars for the purpose of Rehabilitating a Tennis Court at Pelham Park, or take any
other action in relation thereto. The funds are to be expended at the direction of the Board of Selectmen and the Park
Department.

Recommended by the Finance Committee vote 3-0-0
Board of Selectmen Note: Borrowing requires both a 2/3 majority vote at a Town Meeting

ARTICLE 25: To see if the Town will vote to TRANSFER a 75% of remaining un-allocated FREE CASH to the STABILIZATION FUND
and 25% of remaining un-allocated FREE CASH to the OPEB STABILIZATION FUND or take any action in relation thereto.



Recommended by the Board of Selectmen vote 3-0-0

ARTICLE 26: To see if the town will vote to amend Article Ill, Section 5 of the Town’s General Bylaws by replacing existing
language with the following:

Section 5: Treasurer-Collector

a. The Board of Selectmen shall appoint a treasurer-collector for a term of three
years, who shall be bonded, and who shall have all powers and duties under
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 41.

b. The treasurer-collector may, with approval of the Board of Selectmen, appoint an
assistant treasurer-collector in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws,
Chapter 41, §39A.

c. The treasurer-collector shall retain all Municipal Lien Certificate fees as payment
for his/her personal services.

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen vote 3-0-0

ARTICLE 27: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept a permanent easement from Jonathan
A. Lively and Carol F. Lively, or the current owner, on property located at Petrie Road, which property is identified as Assessor’s
Parcel 407 0 020, described in a deed recorded with the Franklin County Registry of Deeds in Book 5956, Page 223, for the
purpose of constructing, installing, maintaining and repairing equipment, wires, cables, conduits, and other appurtenances for
the transmission of telecommunications and intelligence for a fiber optic internet network system, including an underground
conduit having a length of 550 feet, more or less, in the approximate location shown on a plan, on file with the Town Clerk,
which easement shall be on such terms and conditions as the Board of Selectmen deems appropriate, or take any action in
relation thereto.

Submitted by the Municipal Light Plant Manager

ARTICLE 28: To see if the Town will vote to amend the General Bylaws by inserting the following language as Article 29, or
take any other actions relative thereto:

PROHIBITION AGAINST THE BURNING OF STRUCTURES
Section 1: Purpose

Public and private entities, including fire departments and fire training academies, have historically engaged
in the practice of intentionally setting fire to abandoned and donated structures for the purpose of
conducting training or research in fire protection or prevention. While this practice may provide some
benefit to new and existing members of fire departments and fire training academies, the intentionally
burning of structures poses a serious risk to air pollution (310 CMR 7.07), public safety, and sensitive
populations, including nursing homes, rest homes, schools, residences of people with respiratory problems,
and bed ridden individuals. This practice also increases the financial liability of the Town because of possible
property damage from spreading fire, the increase in respiratory health risks, and the associated costs of the
discharge and cleanup of hazardous wastes and materials. The purpose of this bylaw is to minimize the
financial, environmental, health, and safety risks associated with the intentional burning of structures.

Section 2: Prohibition

No person or entity, public or private, shall intentionally set fire to, or cause, suffer, allow, or permit the
opening burning of any structure within the Town for the purpose of training or research in fire protection or
prevention.

Section 3: Exemptions

This Bylaw shall not apply to:



A. The open burning of a structure for the purpose of combating or backfiring an
existing fire by persons dffiliated with an official firefighting agency.

B. The demolition burning of a structure authorized by a forest warden, fire chief,
or fire commissioner, as the case may be, under the provisions of General Laws
Chapter 48, Section 13. However, no person or entity shall use the issuance of
a demolition burning permit as a pretext to avoid compliance with Section 2
herein.

Section 4: Enforcement

The Board of Selectmen shall enforce this bylaw by filing a complaint or request for injunctive relief in a
court of competent jurisdiction.

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 3-0-0

ARTICLE 29: To see if the town will vote to adopt a new bylaw under Article Ill, Section 12 of the Town’s General Bylaws:

Any individual appointed to a position that has not been sworn in by the Town Clerk, Moderator, or a Justice of the
Peace within 60 days of their appointment shall be deemed to have declined the position.

Or take any other action in relation thereto.

Explanation: Appointed officials routinely neglect to get sworn in after being appointed. While being sworn in is a
simple, quick, and painless process, it is nevertheless an important step to take whenever a person is appointed or
reappointed to a town position.

Presented by Rowe Town Clerk
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen vote 3-0-0

ARTICLE 30: To see if the town will vote to accept Chapter 39, Section 23D of the Massachusetts General Laws, commonly
referred to as the ‘Mullin Rule’, as follows:

Section 23D: Adjudicatory hearings; attendance by municipal board, committee and commission members;  voting
disqualification

Section 23D. (a) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, upon municipal acceptance of this
section for 1 or more types of adjudicatory hearings, a member of any municipal board, committee or commission
when holding an adjudicatory hearing shall not be  disqualified from voting in the matter solely due to that
member's absence from no more than a single session of the hearing at which testimony or other evidence is
received. Before any such vote, the member shall certify in writing that he has examined all evidence received at the
missed session, which evidence shall include an audio or video recording of the missed session or a transcript
thereof. The written certification shall be part of the record of the hearing. Nothing in  this section shall change,
replace, negate or otherwise supersede applicable quorum  requirements.

(b) By ordinance or by-law, a city or town may adopt minimum additional requirements for attendance at
scheduled board, committee, and commission hearings under this section.

Recommended by the Rowe Planning Board
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen vote 3-0-0



Explanation: If accepted, this would allow members of bodies that hold public hearings to miss  up to one session of
a public hearing, and provided they certify in writing that they have examined all evidence and listened to a
recording (or read a transcript), they would still be allowed to vote. As the Planning Board requires 4 affirmative
votes for special permits and has historically had difficulty keeping a full complement of (active) members, we felt

that this would be beneficial.

ARTICLE 31: To transact any other business that may lawfully come before the meeting.



